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gan to crie, which his wife hearing, and seeing her
husband with a yong babe in his armes, began to bee
somewhat jelousse, yet marveiling that her husband
should be so wanton abroad, sith he was so quiet at
home : but as women are naturally given to beleeve
the worste, so his wife thinking it was some bastard :
beganne to crowe against her goodman, and taking
up a cudgel (for the most maister went breechles)
sware solemnly that shee would make clubs trumps,
if hee brought any bastard brat within her dores.
The goodman, seeing his wife in her majestic with her
mace in her hand, thought it was time to bowe for
feare of blowes, and desired her to be quiet, for there
was non such matter- but if she could holde her
peace, they were made for ever: and with that he
told her the whole matter, how he had found the
childe in a little boat, without any succour, wrapped
in that costly mantle, and having that rich chaine
about the neck : but at last when he shewed her the
purse full of gold, she began to simper something
sweetely, and taking her husband about the neck,
kissed him after her homely fashion : saying that she
hoped God had scene their want, and now ment to
relieeve their poverty, and seeing they could get no
children, had sent them this little babe to be their
heire.    Take heede in any case (quoth the shepherd)
that you be secret, and blabbe it not out when you
meete with your gossippes, for if you doe, we are like
not only to loose the Golde and Jewels, but our other
goodes and lives.    Tush (quoth his wife), profit is a
good hatch before the doore : feare not, I have other
things to talke of then of this ; but I pray you let us
lay up the money surely, and the Jewels, least by any
mishap it be spied.
After that they had set all things in order, the shep-heard went to his sheepe with a merry note, and the good wife learned to sing lullaby at home with her